
MEMORANDUM FORt Colonel J. C. King 
SUBJECT 2 Approach to Colonel Diaz 


k May 19J>U 


^ «7 nas indicated his willingness to establish 

contact vii/u «oxonei u*txxot> Enrxque DIAZ and make a defection approach 
under Agency direction. DIAZ is presently on a tour of South America and 
could be contacted at several points on his itinerary where £ jfvould 
have both easier access than in Guatemala and the advantage of being on 
neutral ground, t J established a close and friendly association 

with DIAZ whent Jin Guatemala C Jan d states 

tjiat DIA^ talked with him on a basis wtiicn went far beyond £ J 


2. The initial talks with DIAZ would emphasize C <3 personal con- 
cern with the present Guatemala*' situation as distinct from any £L *7 

position he may occupy as L J This would separate 

L Jin DIAZ' mind, from any official representation of tho U. S. 
Government or its policies £ 

Im 

reason for "speaking out" to DIAZ at this time would be wnau ne, L 
has a friend in Colorado Springs who is a professional contemporary of 
Eisenhower's and through whorr£ J ~ould convey DIAZ's ideas toward a 
solution of the present situation in Guatemala. 


3. The best approach to DIAZ is believed to be one which deals with 
his often-expressed concern about the fact that the Guatemalan army is 
not getting the U. S. equipment which DIZ.Z feels is necessary for a well 
equipped modern army. DIAZ is genuinely interested in promoting the 
professional competence of the array, and has also expressed the need of 
the Guatemalan army for arms with which to counter-balance the communists 
who have lately been obtaining arms for themselves. Although DIAZ has 
expressed to £ J his personal concern about Communist infiltration and 
influence in Guatemala, he has also continually emphasized the "apolitical" 
nature of the Guatemalan array and has so far demonstrated continued loyalty 
to President ARBENZ. 


U. The basic problem in defecting DIAZ is to show him that if he 
means what he says about disliking Com m u n ism, he must act to change this 
situation even if it involves a revolt by the army and perhaps the down- 
fall of his close friend Jacobo ARBENZ. His reason for taking this action, 
which wuld appear to be his own, must be based on a sense of duty toward 
both the army and the country and the knowledge that a non-Communist 
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Guatemala would then be in a strong position to ask for and receive the 
much-needed U. S. arms which its army presently lacks* This whole program 
will be discussed by l 2» as a Guatemalan problem which the Guatemalans 
must solve and stress to DIAZ the importance of the need for positive action 
by DIAZ before the Communists gain complete control, not only in the 
executive branch of the Government, but . also in the army itself. 


5 . The possibility exists that DIAZ may interpret this discussion 
as one which is directed to ARBENZ as much as himself, pnc L 3wf*n 
discuss the Guatemalan situation and the need for a solution in terms 
which will allow DIAZ to make such an interpretation if he •»ents +o. 
However, it ahould be realized that there is no assurance DTAZ wo^ld in- 
form C J>f the fact that he intended to ial v this over with 
Thus, win cnance exists that a discussion with DIAZ will be interpreted 
by ARBENZ, if relayed by DIAZ, as applicable in reality to himself as well. 
However, £, J has pointed out that the possibility exists that DIAZ would 
have some difficulty in talking to ARBENZ privately since the Communists 
are extremely wary of letting ARBENZ speak privately to anybody for fear 
of losing their close control over him (ARBENZ). Another reason why DIAZ 
may not mention this discussion with £■ J ARBENZ is that DIAZ does 

appear to have presidential ambitions and may feel that his action at this 
time would not only solve the problem of putting Guatemala in a position 
to receive the enthusiastic cooperation of the U. S. army in furnishing 
arms, but would also assure his becoming the next president. This presi- 
dential ambition could be played upon from the point of view that by 1957, 
ARBENZ may be so completely under the control of the Communists, vh ether 
willingly or not, that they would be the ones to choose ARBENZ' successor, 
at tfiich juncture Communist control of the army would be but a matter of 
time. 


6. The cover to explain £ J presence in the area would be that 

he is on an Air Route Survey taking him to the Antilles and the northern 
part of South America after completion of a survey of Central America 
last month. L J requests that a C J aircraft be put at his 

disposal to lena authenticity to the survey nature of his work since his 
trip to Central America was made by L flights which partially 

hampered his freedom of moveraont. At the same time, such L J 

aircraft could be a possible excuse for offering transportation to DIAZ 

if the opportunity arises. In granting the use of > L ^ aircraft, 

It would be important to have t •assigned as £ to 

allow him the authority to alter the route or the itinerary as required 
operationally. 

7o I* J estimates that the best, place to intercept DIAZ would be 
in Caracas where DIAZ is scheduled +.n arrive on 10 May. If for some reason 
this does not prove feasible ,C J as as a second choice, Panama, where 

DIAZ is scheduled to arrive on 15 May prior to leaving for Guatemala the 
next day. Although DIAZ will go to Barranquilla on the 13th enroute from 
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Caracas to Panama, this appears too small a town to conduct such a meeting* 
Due to the short visit planned in Panama, £ J has suggested that he con- 
tact President REKON, an old friend, and request him to give a party for 
L «J an d DIAZ so that C ml will be assured of geting together with 
DIAZ and have the opportunity to speak to him after the dinner* 


8* L Ji would leave for Panama on or about 7-8 Kay, and arrive in 

Caracas on or .ab out 9-10 May. He would rather arrive in Caracas on the 
9th if j could find out in advance where the DIAZ party had 

hotel reservations* 
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